University of Mary Division of Education

Lesson Plan Format
Grade Level: High School – Music Grade Level 4-5 (difficulty rating)
Subject(s) Area: Band
Duration: 1 week - 20 minutes per rehearsal day (plus a 5 minute warm-up)
Materials Needed:

· Chairs/stands
· Instruments

· ‘Satiric Dances (for a Comedy by Aristophanes)’ - Norman Dello Joio (in student’s folders)
Standards:
· ND State Music Standard 12.2.1 – Perform with expression and technical accuracy. 

· ND State Music Standard 12.2.2 – Perform in an ensemble.  
Objectives:

· Students will work through the piece ‘Satiric Dances (for a Comedy by Aristophanes)’ by Norman Dello Joio in one week. At the end of this week, the ensemble will have rehearsed sections from each movement (especially the challenging sections). 
· Students will continue to perform as an ensemble by listening to one another and following the conductor.
Learning Activities:

· Day 1: Movement 1 

5 minutes – Warm up band with A Minor Scale. First, half notes then 4 (slower) sixteenth notes per each note in the scale. Percussion can do rolls for the half notes and “8 on a hand” during the sixteenth notes. 

5 minutes - Pickup to measures 2-3  Rehearse upper Woodwinds and Timpani alternating beats (upper WW have beats 2 and 4 while the Timpani has beats 1 and 3). This may include the “runs” up to the top notes in the upper WW if they feel comfortable. If not, the “runs” can be left out.   

5 minutes – Measures 15-16 and measures 27-28  Rehearse the alternating beats with the whole band (these sections are not identical).  

10 minutes – Beginning  Try running the piece from the top at a slow tempo and see how it goes and how far the band gets without falling apart!

· Day 2: Movements 1 & 2

5 minutes – Warm up band with A Minor Scale. First, half notes then 4 sixteenth notes per each note in the scale. Percussion can do rolls for the half notes and then alternate hands for the sixteenth notes. 

5 minutes – Take this time to review what was worked on in the last rehearsal (alternating beats). Work out any kinks in the opening. Make sure dynamics are observed.

5 minutes – Movement 1  Rehearse going from measure 15 (fortissimo) into measure 20 (piano). 

10 minutes – Movement 2  Rehearse measures 1-7 and focus on the rhythmic challenges. If there is time, start rehearsing pickup to measure 47 through the end of the movement.

· Day 3: Movements 1 & 2

5 minutes – Warm up band with an A Minor Scale. First, half notes then a dotted eighth sixteenth rhythm. Percussion can do rolls for the half notes and then alternate hands for the sixteenth notes. 

5 minutes – Movement 2  Rehearse measures 1-7 focusing on rhythms and intonation. 

5 minutes – Play a (good) recording of the first movement for everyone to listen to!!

10 minutes – Movement 1  Rehearse staring at measure 27 and work on transitioning into the Piu mosso section. Try to play all the way through the end of the movement. 

· Day 4: Movements 1 & 3

5 minutes – Warm up band with C Major Scale with half notes. Percussion can do eighth notes with “four on a hand.” Then, have band play A Minor Scale with quarter notes, while percussion continues the eighth notes.

10 minutes – Movement 3  Rehearse measures 1-7 at a moderate tempo. Work on brass and woodwind sections listening to each other with their alternating entrances. If there is time, work in the intro which goes through measure 15 and (if possible) continue through measure 25.  

10 minutes – Movement 1  Try going through the entire movement at a moderate tempo from beginning to end. Identify and work on any trouble spots that arise. 

· Day 5: Movements 1, 2, & 3

5 minutes – Warm up band with C Major Scale with half notes. Percussion can do eighth notes with “four on a hand.” Then, have band play A Minor Scale with quarter notes, while percussion continues the eighth notes.

5 minutes – Movement 1  Play through first movement with a quicker tempo than the previous rehearsal. Make sure students take note of any trouble spots that they need to practice as there will only be a play through today. 

10 minutes – Movements 2 & 3 Rehearse pickup to measure 44 through the end of the movement. Rehearse transition into the 3rd movement. Watch the dynamic (ppp) and be sure that percussionist is ready for sixteenth notes in the 3rd movement. If there is time, rehearse measures 17-34 while focusing on expression.
Assessment:

· Each day, use an informal observation to watch students to see if anyone is having difficulty playing passages.
· Listen to students each day (using informal observation) and be sure everyone is grasping the concepts/sections being rehearsed. 
Reflection:

· What did I do well?

· If I were to teach this lesson again, what would I keep the same?

· If I were to teach this lesson again, what would I change?

· This is completed after your lesson is taught.
