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Lesson Plan Format
Grade Level: 6th/7th Grade
Subject(s) Area: Choir
Materials Needed:

· “Soldiers’ Joy” (in students’ folders)
· Staff paper and pencils

· Piano
· Whiteboard, or screen/projector 

· Computer (if using projector)
Standards:
· ND State Music Standard – 8.1.1: Sing accurately and with good breath control throughout their singing ranges, alone and in small and large groups.

· ND State Music Standard – 8.3.2: Improvise melodic embellishments and simple rhythmic and melodic variations on given pentatonic melodies and melodies in major keys. 
Objectives:

· Students will keep the beat as a group.

· Students will discover improvisation through imitating the teacher’s examples, listening, singing, and creating melodies (both individually and as a group).
· Students will discover call-and-response by actively participating in class through singing, listening, and composing melodies in their group.

Learning Activities:

· Begin the class with vocalizations:
· A few “yawns” (hit a high note, then gently glide down)
· “u….i, e, a ,o, u....” 5…5, 5, 5, 5, 4, 3, 2, 1 - starting on C5 (descending)
· “Po, po, po, po, po” 1, 3, 5, 3, 1 - starting on C4 (ascending)
· While seated, have students tap a steady beat on their legs.

· As students keep the beat, play measures 1-10 (on the piano) for them. 
· Then, students stand up! Have students echo the D pentatonic scale: (D-E-F#-A-B).
· Then, the teacher will sing a few melodies and students should echo what the teacher does (only use notes from the D pentatonic scale). Note names (D, F#, etc.) or a syllable (doo, la, etc.) can be used.
· Have a few students create a melody for the class to echo.

· Now, ask students this question:

· “What is improvisation (or ‘improv’)?”

· (Improvisation is to compose, invent, or arrange music on the spot, and is usually performed by a soloist.)
· Play the chords that are in measures 1-10 while singing an improvised melody in D pentatonic. 

· Then, play the chords in measures 1-10 while students think about the melody they want to create (only using the notes in the D pentatonic scale).
· Now, play the chords in measures 1-10 and have students improvise (as a class) starting on the upbeat to measure 3.
· If desired, a few students can try improv solos as you play the chords in measures 1-10.

· Good! Now, have students listen for this melody as you play measures 1-10 on the piano (this can be written out for students on the whiteboard/displayed on the projector):
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· Prompt students with these questions: 

· “How many times was that melody played?” (2 times)
· “Would this be hard to sing instead of being played on the piano?” 

· “Why?”/”Why not?” 

· Try to sing it! Be sure the tempo is around the desired performance tempo ( 
· Tell students “Instead of singing this melody we are going to use something called: call-and-response.”

· Ask students:

· “Has anyone heard of ‘call-and-response’/can you explain it?”

· (Call-and-response is where two distinct musical phrases are being passed back and forth where the second phrase is responding to the first.)
· Here is an example of call-and-response – 1) write on whiteboard or display on projector, 2) play the call on piano and 3) sing the response on the syllable “dee”): 
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· Play/sing this again, with students keeping the beat on their laps while counting “1 & 2 &”. 

· Ask students:
· “What do you notice about this call-and-response?” 
· (They may mention things like: the response is slower/easier to sing, they have similar notes, etc.) 

· Get into groups of 3 people: every group has to have the same color of shoes! Hand out staff paper/pencils to each group.
· Write this on the whiteboard or display it on the projector:
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· Have students take 2-5 minutes to create a melody (using D pentatonic notes: D-E-F#-A-B) for the response portion (where the numbers and &s are placed). Walk around the room as students write down their ‘response’ melody on the staff paper. Play notes for student groups as needed. 
· After the 2-5 minutes has passed, play the ‘call’ part on the piano and take turns having student groups sing their ‘response’ compositions. 
· Have a few student volunteers try an improvised call and response (with the teacher playing piano part).

· To conclude, play the piano part and have all students sing an improvised response at the same time!
Assessment:

· Watch to make sure each student is participating in the beat-tapping through informal observation. 

· Each student will contribute to their group ‘response’ by writing their melodies on the staff paper.
· Students will show their knowledge of improvisation by singing/making up their own melody at the end of class. This will be measured by the teacher listening/informally observing. *To make sure all students have a chance to be a soloist improvising, more than one class period may be needed.
Reflection:

· What did I do well?

· If I were to teach this lesson again, what would I keep the same?

· If I were to teach this lesson again, what would I change?

· This is completed after your lesson is taught.
