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Lesson Plan Format
Grade Level: 7th Grade
Subject(s) Area: Choir
Materials Needed:
· Board to display/write rhythmic excerpts, or poster board with rhythmic examples
· Sheet Music – “Listen to My Song” (optional)
Standards:
· ND State Music Standard 8.5.1 – Read complex rhythms in simple and compound meters. 
Objectives:
· Students will be able to keep the beat as a group.
· Students will be able to clap and speak a syncopated rhythm. 
Learning Activities:
· Display the first rhythm for students (on board/poster) and tell them to clap this while speaking the rhythm (repeat rhythm 1-3 times):
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· Display the second rhythm and have all students focus on making the accents louder than the unaccented beats while still speaking rhythm (repeat rhythm 1-3 times):
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· Divide the class in half and have the left half clap/speak the first rhythm, and have the right half clap/speak this new (third) rhythm. Switch parts and be sure that each half tries this new rhythm twice:
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· With the right half now clapping/speaking the first rhythm, have the left half clap/speak this fourth rhythm (make sure to switch so that each half gets to try the new rhythm 1-4 times). Make sure students know that this rhythm is like the above rhythm, but is shown in a different way:
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· Now, have the left half clap the first rhythm (steady beat) and have the right half speak these new words while clapping the fifth rhythm below. After the right half has had a chance to speak/clap, switch halves!
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· Now, ALL students clap/speak the above rhythm while the teacher claps the steady eighth notes!
· If there is time, have students try these words with the sixth rhythm:
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· Optional: To end the exercise, have students find this rhythm in their music! 
Assessment:
· Informally observe students as they are clapping in their groups. Listen to students’ clapping/words: it should be easy to hear if students are not together as a group.
Reflection:

· What did I do well?

· If I were to teach this lesson again, what would I keep the same?

· If I were to teach this lesson again, what would I change?

· This is completed after your lesson is taught.
Appendix A – Rhythms

                                                1. 
                                 2.  
                                 3.
                                 4.
                                 5.
                                 6.
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