Emily Robinson                                                                                                  Spring 2015

University of Mary Division of Education

Lesson Plan Format
Grade Level: 6th Grade
Subject(s) Area: Orchestra
Duration: 1 week
Materials Needed:

· Music computer program – Finale/Sibelius/MuseScore 
· Instruments
· Staff paper/pencils

· Orchestra sheet music (for references/ideas)
Standards:
· ND State Music Standard – 8.2.1: Perform on an instrument, alone and in small and large groups.
· ND State Music Standard – 8.4.1: Compose short pieces containing the appropriate elements of music. 
· ND State Music Standard – 8.5.3: Know standard notation symbols. 
· ND English Language Arts and Literacy Content Standard – Key Ideas and Details – RST.3: Follow precisely a multistep procedure when carrying out experiments, taking measurements, or performing technical tasks.  
Objectives:
· Students will play current orchestra music as a group for 20-30 minutes each day. 

· Students will compose a short piece of music by exploring, assembling, and producing contents for the piece with teacher guidance. 
· Students will follow a multistep procedure by identifying and reproducing the following musical elements: 
· Music Notation
· Key and Meter

· Melody and Style 

· Rhythm

· Instrumentation and Pitch

· Dynamics and Texture
Learning Activities:

· Play through a current piece the students are working on. 

· Discuss how the music made it on their stands! (Lots of hard work, multistep process, etc.)
· Prompt student discussion with these questions: 
· “Why do composers have to compose?” 
· “Where do they get their ideas from?” 
· “Do composers have to follow rules for composing music?” 

· Tell students that they are going to work together this week to compose a short piece of music by following a procedure and working in groups. They will also show their personal work on staff paper each day. 
· Assign students to groups of 3 people for the next activity (students may sit on the floor if the orchestra room does not accommodate desks). For group division: have pieces of different colored paper on each music stand (two per stand if students are sharing). Students will divide into groups according to the color of the paper. 
· Tell students that they may use their instruments/orchestra music for ideas throughout this project! 
· Each day of the week, a different topic will be discussed (Music Notation will be discussed and implemented every day):

· Monday: Key and Meter

· Tuesday: Melody and Style

· Wednesday: Rhythm 
· Thursday: Instrumentation and Pitch

· Friday: Dynamics and Texture
· When the groups all contribute to the piece, the teacher will add what each group contributed to the score on the music program.
· Play what the students have created each day so they can see their progress!

Assessment:

· Be sure each student is participating in the group orchestra music performance (at the beginning of class) through an informal observation. 
· Each student group will contribute to the composition by following the weekly multistep procedure. 
· Content that the teacher gathers from each group will be added to the composition each day (students will be allowed to re-do their work if a better quality is needed).
· Students will show their knowledge of standard notation symbols by the work they show on their staff paper each day:
· Monday: Staff paper should have 0, 1, or 3 sharps (as to stay away from the key of D) and either a 3/4 or 4/4 time signature
· Tuesday: Staff paper should show 8-16 quarter notes and a style indication (i.e. Cantabile, Agitato, Broadly) 
· Wednesday: Staff paper should show a variation of quarter notes, eighth notes, sixteenth notes, half notes, dotted quarter notes, and quarter rests (not all of these are required)
· Thursday: Staff paper should show a “new” clef that the student does not play (cellos would draw a treble clef on their paper and violas would put a bass clef, etc.) and the melody should be either higher or lower for each instrument (i.e. violas can be an octave lower than violins); the teacher will add appropriate harmonies 
· Friday: Staff paper should have piano, mezzoforte, and/or forte markings and will add at least one harmony part to their staff paper that the teacher prepared on Thursday; the harmony part will follow the same clef sign that was added on Thursday only there will be a new part added (this will be different than the student’s instrument)
· Following the class composition project, the attached summative assessment for individual students will be implemented the succeeding week (see Appendix A). 
Reflection:

· What did I do well?

· If I were to teach this lesson again, what would I keep the same?

· If I were to teach this lesson again, what would I change?

· This is completed after your lesson is taught.
Appendix A
Summative Assessment – Performance-Based Assessment
Grade Level: 6th Grade

Subject: Orchestra

Standards:

· ND State Music Standard – 8.4.1: Compose short pieces containing the appropriate elements of music. 
· ND English Language Arts and Literacy Content Standard – Key Ideas and Details – RST.3: Follow precisely a multistep procedure when carrying out experiments, taking measurements, or performing technical tasks.  
Description:

This assessment is aligned to my Common Core Lesson Plan. My lesson focuses on introducing students to composition and-ultimately-composing a piece as a whole class. The lesson includes a formative assessment each day and the students are coming up with ideas in small groups. For my performance-based assessment, I want each student to compose his/her own piece of music. It will be short so that the students are not over-whelmed. It will also be a challenge to see if each individual student knows what to do when given the components of composition outside of a group setting. Also, this project will allow students to pick a subject or idea of their choosing for the composition!
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Rubric: 

	Objective**
	Excellent – 4 points
	Very Good – 3 points
	Good – 2 points
	Poor – 1 point

	Title (focus of composition), Measures
	The student’s staff paper has a clear title centered at the top of the page. The student’s staff paper has 8-12 neatly-written measures.
	The student’s staff paper has a title near the top of the page. The student’s staff paper has 6-10 measures.
	The student’s staff paper has a title somewhere on the page. The student’s staff paper has 4-8 measures.
	The student’s staff paper does not have a title and there are 4 or less measures. 

	Key and Meter (Time Signature)  
	The student’s staff paper shows 3/4 or 4/4 time signature and 0, 1, or 3 sharps. Everything is neatly, correctly positioned. 
	The student’s staff paper shows 3/4 or 4/4 time signature and 0, 1, or 3 sharps. Everything is basically where it should be. 
	The student’s staff paper shows 3/4 or 4/4 time signature and 0, 1, or 3 sharps. Everything might not be in the correct spot. Paper might appear messy. 
	The student’s staff paper does not show shows 3/4 or 4/4 time signature and does not show 0, 1, or 3 sharps. 

	Melody and Style 
	The student’s staff paper shows a clear, creative melody and a style indication is marked at the beginning of the piece. Everything is neatly, correctly positioned.
	The student’s staff paper shows a creative melody and a style indication is marked. Everything is basically where it should be. 
	The student’s staff paper shows a partial melody and a style indication is maybe marked. Everything might not be in the correct spot. Paper might appear messy.
	The student’s staff paper does not show any melody and there is no style indication marked.

	Rhythm 
	The student’s staff paper shows a variety (4+) of (and rests). Not all of the rhythms are required. The student uses rhythms to support the focus of their composition (title). 
	The student’s staff paper shows a few (3+) of (and rests). Not all of the rhythms are required. 
	The student’s staff paper shows a couple (2+) of (and rests). Not all of the rhythms are required. 
	The student’s staff paper shows little (1-0) (and rests). Not all rhythms are required. 

	Clef Sign and Pitch
	The student’s staff paper shows the correct clef sign on all applicable lines of music. The pitches marked are appropriate for the instrument. 
	The student’s staff paper shows the correct clef sign. Some of the pitches marked may not be correct for the instrument. 
	The student’s staff paper might show an incorrect clef sign. Many of the pitches marked are not correct for the instrument.
	The student’s staff paper shows no clef sign. There are little to no pitches marked and are not correct for the instrument. 

	Composer Name and Dynamics
	The student’s staff paper shows the composer’s name on the right-hand side at the top of the paper. There are clear dynamic markings when needed. 
	The student’s staff paper shows the composer’s name. There are some dynamics markings. 
	The student’s staff paper shows a first or last name of the composer. There are little to no dynamic markings. 
	The student’s staff paper shows no composer name and there are no dynamic markings. 

	Score Total:  ____/24
	
	
	
	


**An exception to meeting objective goals is if the student is writing about something that needs to be altered in order to accurately portray the focus of the composition (e.g. all half notes if focus is “bells,” all quarter notes if focus is “hammering”). The teacher should be sensitive to the musical expression of the students and take the above information into account when grading. 
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Composition Project: “You Are The Composer!”                                                                                               April 6-10, 2017

For this project, you need 5 things:

1.  Staff paper       

2.  A pencil                                                                                                                                             

3.  The guide (listed below) 

4.  An instrument to help you compose  

5.  Your creativity!

Instructions:

This composition project is all about YOU becoming an individual composer! You will have one week to complete this project. If you have questions at any time or need input, simply ask Mrs. Robinson ( This is a take-home project, so you will have time to come up with plenty of ideas! The grading rubric is included in this handout so you know what is expected of you and what I will be looking for. The guide below will help make sure you are taking all the right steps in this project. Ready, set, compose!

Guide:

1. You have 3 sheets of staff paper to work with. Do your work on the first 2 sheets but SAVE the last sheet of staff paper for your final composition so that it will look neat and professional. 

2. WRITE the composer’s name (your name) at the top right-hand corner, just above the staff. 

3. WRITE the title of your piece in the top-middle portion of your paper just above the staff. The focus of your composition may be about anything you choose (it could be about: your family, winter, police cars, food, joy, sharks, dancing, etc.). 

4. WRITE the clef sign that you need for your instrument (treble, alto, tenor, bass). Add the clef sign to all the lines on your staff paper (you don’t know how many lines you will need)!

5. WRITE either 0, 1, or 3 sharps beside your clef sign to indicate what the key signature is (think about where you fingers will have to be for each amount of sharps/each key).

6. WRITE either a 3/4 or 4/4 time signature on the first line on your staff directly following the key signature (think about if you want your composition to sound like a march 4/4 or a dance 3/4).

7. WRITE the style you want your composition to be played in in the upper left-hand corner of your staff paper just above the first staff line (examples: Allegro, Slowly, Song-like, etc.). 

8. WRITE down a melody that musically describes the title of your composition (examples: a kangaroo would be notes jumping high and low, a clock might have a lot of the same notes, etc.). Keep in mind it will need to be between 8-12 measures.
9. WRITE in rhythms to complete your melody. You may use the following rhythms (and their rests): -You are not required to use all of these rhythms. This is just to give you ideas!
10. WRITE measure lines where needed (depending on the type of time signature you used). Your composition needs to be between 8-12 measures.

11. WRITE in dynamics where needed (example: surprise piece might need lots of and one ). 

12. CHECK the pitches of your melody to make sure you can play them on your instrument!
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Here is an example of staff paper that I would hand out to the students (this would be enlarged):
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Here is a composition example that I would hand out to the students:
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